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China Shipbuilding Trading Co Ltd has awarded 
Qualter Hall’s Hugh Smith Division the contract for 
a 2700 tonne x 18.7m Three Roller Plate Bender,
destined for the Jiangnan Shipyard in Shanghai and
ready for shipment from the UK in February 2017.

Qualter Hall's Managing Director, George Orton 
and Hugh Smith Engineering’s General Manager, 
Ian McInnes, pictured here with China Shipbuilding's
senior representative signing contract.

> Qualter Hall's Managing Director, George Orton said:

‘We are delighted to have won this contract in spite of
strong competition from a number of China based
companies. It is a true testament to its reputation for
Quality, Expertise and Longevity that Hugh Smith
Engineering has been appointed as best placed to carry
out this major project. Work is now well underway and
we are looking forward to the final installation and
commissioning taking place early next year as scheduled.’

New Three Roller Plate 
Bender for China

Q U A LT E R  H A L L

Hugh Smith will be responsible for all
design, supply, manufacture, packing,
ship to Shanghai, installation, commissioning
and training.

The Three Roller Plate Bender supply
will comprise the machine, plate
handling table, flanging tools and 
all spares. 

Since it was founded in 1865, the historic
Jiangnan Shipyard has been state-owned.
Re-located from the south to the north of
Shanghai in 2009, the shipyard builds,
repairs and converts both civilian and
military ships in addition to the

manufacture of machinery, electrical
equipment, pressure vessels and steel
works for various land-based projects.

Hugh Smith Engineering, a division of
Qualter Hall and Co Ltd. since 2006, 
with design offices in Glasgow and
manufacturing facilities in Barnsley, 
is a long established engineering and
manufacturing company with over 
140 years experience, delivering quality
engineered solutions to many 
sectors of industry, in particular,
shipbuilding, pressure vessel and
fabrication industries.

A previous Three Roller Plate Bender supplied by Qualter Hall’s Hugh Smith Division to China in 2007



New Lift System for Specialist
Underground Storage Facility
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Qualter Hall has been awarded a major contract for a new lift and hoist system for No 4 Shaft at Compass Minerals’ Winsford
Salt Mine in Cheshire. Part of the mine has been specially developed to provide a secure and sustainable PD 5454-compliant
environment for the storage of high-value assets, business critical data and all types of archives. Deepstore Records
Management, a division of Compass Minerals, provides a nationwide delivery service for clients such as The National
Archives and The Royal Society and the new lift will therefore be used regularly to transport both personnel, documents 
and artefacts to and from the underground mine.

The health, safety and general well-being of all staff and subcontractors 
as well as our customers is of paramount importance to Qualter Hall.

SMAS
Qualter Hall is now listed on the Safety Management
Assessment Services (SMAS) register for H&S in the
roles of Principal Contractor, Principal Designer 
and Designer. 
In order to qualify for approval, Qualter Hall had to meet rigorous
criteria set by the SMAS assessors covering the following areas
of our business: health and safety, subcontracting procedures,
safe systems of work, qualifications and training programme,
accident and emergency procedures.

WINSFORD ROCK SALT MINE
CHESHIRE

• UK’s oldest working mine
• Opened in 1844
• Lies 200m underground
• Closed 1892, re-opened 1928
• Rock salt is used to de-ice 
   the UK road system
• Parts of the mine have now 
   been specially developed 
   for underground storage of 
   artefacts, historical and 
   valuable documents.

Safety First for Qualter Hall

RoSPA
Qualter Hall has achieved the Gold award in the
prestigious Occupational Health & Safety awards
2016 run by the Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Accidents (RoSPA). The awards marked its diamond
anniversary this year and the ceremony took place at the
ExCel, London on 21 June.

RoSPA’s Julia Small said: ‘To win an award at such a
highly-regarded event is a great achievement for our
winners. It recognises their commitment to maintaining
an excellent health and safety record and raises the bar
for other organisations to aspire to.’

Qualter Hall’s scope of work includes the design, manufacture,
factory testing, supply, installation and commissioning of two
8 rope Lift Hoists, each with 110 kw installed power and
including hydraulic brakes and power pack, the Lift Car
including overspeed governor and lift safety brakes, along
with electrical equipment, controls, all associated equipment
and removal of existing lift.

The lift will have a capacity of 15,000kg with 10 people in the
manriding compartment and will travel to a depth of 187m 
at 1m/sec.  

This contract follows on from refurbishment work to No 5 Shaft
(see Project Completed on back page) plus several other
previous projects carried out by Qualter Hall at Winsford Mine.

Qualter Hall’s Managing Director, George Orton said:
‘We are absolutely delighted to have been awarded the
RoSPA Occupational Health & Safety Gold Award. Over the
years it has been a key company policy to maintain the 
very highest of standards of health and safety for the 
benefit of both our valued members of staff, as well as our
customers. We are extremely proud therefore to achieve
such prestigious recognition for the health and safety
management systems we have in place, and the health 
and safety record we have achieved.’

Qualter Hall MD,
George Orton,
receiving the
RoSPA Gold
Award



1 Fleetwood Harbour Village Swing Bridge,
transported during the night

2 Fleetwood Harbour Village Swing Bridge 
being lifted off the transport

3 Fleetwood Harbour Village Swing Bridge
during installation

4 Scale Lane Bridge, Hull - award winning 
swing bridge, providing the public with the
unique experience of riding on the bridge 
while it opens and closes to river traffic

Thames Barrier
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In the last issue we reported that Qualter Hall, along
with main contractor CH2M and a number of other
partners, had successfully secured a 10 year framework
agreement with the Environment Agency (7 years with
option for further 3 years) to deliver one of the world’s
largest flood management programmes TEAM 2100. 

Main tasks carried out / currently underway by Qualter
Hall as part of this ongoing long term project, already
includes refurbishment work at Barking Barrier and at
the Thames Barrier, with much more to follow.

Thames Estuary Asset Management
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Building Bridges 
Following the global success of Qualter Hall’s multi award winning Scale
Lane Bridge in Hull, not least of which is now being named as one of the
world’s 20 most impressive bridges (Popular Mechanics), and one of the
most beautiful pedestrian bridges around the world (Architectural Digest),
Qualter Hall has since embarked on two major bridge projects.

In our previous issues, we
reported on our contract for
a new Polyhalite Process
Facility at CPL’s Boulby Mine
in North Yorkshire. We are
now pleased to report that
the work has reached its 
final stages.

Please see pictures below.

4

Fleetwood Harbour Village Swing Bridge,
commissioned by Redrow Homes, has
recently completed installation and
commissioning. 

The 27m long, 3m wide swing bridge
represents key infrastructure improvement
for the area and provides a pedestrian and
cycleway link from Redrows prestigious
Harbour Village housing development with
the harbour, the Freeport shopping outlet
village and the high street of the town.

Qualter Hall’s scope included manufacture,
supply, installation and commissioning of 
the bridge structure and the civil works, 
along with design, manufacture, supply,
installation and commissioning of the 
M&E operating package.

Graham Carr, Technical Director for Qualter
Hall said: ‘To transport such a long and wide
abnormal load required detailed planning and
coordination and the co-operation of police
forces and council authorities throughout its
100 mile journey from our Barnsley facility to
the Lancashire Seaside town.’

Chris Mills, Technical Director for Redrow
Homes (Lancashire) said: ‘It has been the
result of months of design and planning to
create this specialised structure, and to
transport it from the manufacturers to its
destination. Operations like this take time and
intricate planning to make sure that the
process goes smoothly from the moment it
leaves its construction base to the moment it
arrives at its destination and is installed.’

London’s Royal Docks have awarded Qualter
Hall the contract for the design,
manufacture, supply, installation and
commissioning of a brand new,
comprehensive electrical control system for
the Connaught Road Swing Bridge which
links London City Airport and ExCel London. 

In addition, extensive refurbishment work to
the Underground Machinery Room, Bridge
Main Pier are to be carried out, along with the
provision of additional services.

Work has commenced on site with final
commissioning expected later this year.

Polyhalite Process
Facility nears
completion
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Major New Orders |Won
Shield Doors for Sellafield
M+W UK have awarded Qualter Hall the contract for the detailed 
design, manufacture, assembly, testing, supervision of installation and
commissioning of one Transfer Cell Shield Door and one Lid Lift Cell
Shield Door for Sellafield. The doors will provide a controlled
contamination and radiological barrier for the purpose of importing
Waste Containers into the BEPPS1 vault. M+W are a new customer 
for Qualter Hall and part of the approval process involved a successful 
audit of Qualter Hall’s Quality Assurance procedures and practices.

Major refurbishment work
to three Ro-Ro berths, 3, 2
and 7 in the Eastern Docks,
Port of Dover, carried out 
by Qualter Hall in partnership
with Hollandia BV, has now
been completed. Qualter Hall’s
scope of work included the
design, manufacture, supply,
installation and commissioning

of all the mechanical, hydraulic, electrical and control equipment for
each berth. All three berths are used for loading and unloading vehicles
and pedestrians on to and off ferries using the Eastern Harbour.
Similar in structure, they comprise two vehicle bridges and a passenger
access walkway.

Qualter Hall & Company Limited
PO Box 8, Johnson Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S75 2BY UK
telephone +44 (0) 1226 205 761   fax +44 (0) 1226 286 269  e.mail admin@qualterhall.co.uk
www.qualterhall.co.uk      www.hughsmith.co.uk

designed and produced by www.claytoncreative.co.ukA Waagner-Biro AG Group Company

IN BRIEF
Staff Information Day
On 14 July Qualter Hall held the latest Staff Information
Day, a regular event as part of the company’s
ongoing commitment to improving inter-company
communications. George Orton, Managing Director,
gave a detailed presentation to staff including updates
on the present and future outlook for Qualter Hall.

Long Service Award
Congratulations to Claire Shepherd, Kev Robinson
and Jim Baker who all recently celebrated 
25 years continuous service with Qualter Hall.

Obituary
We are very sorry to report the sad loss of 
Martyn Cropper, aged 68. Martyn was employed 
as a Plater from 1994 until his early retirement 
in 2010. 
Previous issues of the ‘Qualts’ newsletter are
available on request from the address below.

New Starters
We are pleased to welcome the following new
starters to Qualter Hall.

• Craig Guy | CNC Machinist
• Paul Dudley | QA Engineer
• Wayne McGregor | CNC Sawman
• Peter Barling | Electrical Contract Manager
• Mick Shaw | Divisional Manager, Controls
• David Sekanina | Mechanical/Structural 
Project Engineer

• David Hey | Site Services Manager
• Colin Goddard | Contract Manager

For several years, until retirement, Judith was 
a very familiar face for visitors to Qualter Hall, 
being the receptionist and first person they met 
on arrival. 

We also have the following long service retirees
David Wray (37 years), Steve Caddick (33 years),
Malcolm Allott ( 30 years ) and David Leek (28 years).

Retirement

Projects | Completed 
Dover

Refurbishment work at Compass Minerals 
Qualter Hall is delighted to report the successful completion of
the refurbishment work on No 5 shaft at Compass Minerals'
Winsford Salt Mine in Cheshire. No 5 shaft, the last shaft to be
installed, was completed in 1973, and its primary function is the
elevation of the finished rock salt. The work has involved the
installation, and commissioning of an updated Shaft Skip Winder
Control System and Power Pack.

Work Experience / Training

Qualter Hall was delighted to welcome Josef Ulzer from WB Vienna,
who visited us on a knowledge exchange for 6 weeks. This follows on
from the previous visit by Anna Lorenz, also from WB Vienna. 

We also welcomed 2 youngsters on work experience from school,
Milica (14) and Adam (15), who spent time in different departments 
of the company.

Picture shows:

Adam (left)
Josef (centre)
Milica (right)

Judith Lines 
43 years service 

Rob Lazenby
46 years service 


